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Course Introduction

Emotions, and their expression and evolution, are an extremely rich philo-
sophical topic with important implications for ethics and aesthetics. Here
are the four core questions we will ask in this course:

• Psychologists and philosophers have claimed that emotions are mere
“feelings,” beliefs, physiological responses, and action tendencies. How-
ever, these are not the same, and may not even be related. What are
emotions really?

• Emotions alert us to important features of environment. Anger tracks
threats, sadness loss, and disgust poisons and parasites. Likewise, emo-
tional expressions serve as social signals. They provide us with motiva-
tion to cooperate and coordinate with others, and thus obtaining ben-
efits we otherwise would not. However, apart from “just-so stories,”
can we really answer the question: What are emotions for?

• Psychologists have argued that when we make moral judgments, the
areas of our brains associated with emotions are active, disgusting en-
vironments increase the moral judgment of others, and psychopaths
cannot be tell the differences between etiquette and morality because
of emotional deficits. Sentimentalists have claimed that when we make
moral judgments, we are expressing emotion. If emotions are central
to moral judgment, what role do they play?

• A sunny, breezy beach at sundown can be expressive of joy. Likewise,
a abstract, non-representational painting or piece of music can be ex-
pressive of sadness. But, neither the landscape nor the artworks can
express emotion; they after all do not have minds to express. How can
landscapes and artifacts like artworks be expressive of emotion?

Philosophy is an integrative discipline. As Wilfred Sellars wrote,

The aim of philosophy, abstractly formulated, is to understand
how things in the broadest possible sense of the term hang to-
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gether in the broadest possible sense of the term. (from Philoso-
phy and the Scientific Image of Man)

This class will very interdisciplinary. We will examine a variety of work from
the natural and social sciences, the arts, and philosophy to articulate answers
to these questions.

Course Materials

There only required text is:

• Kelly, D. (2013) Yuck!: The Nature and Moral Significance of Disgust
MIT Press.

The rest of our readings will be made available electronically.

Course Requirements

Your final grade is determined as follows:

• Three exams (3 × 20%)

• Final paper (30%)

• Participation (10%)

Exams and Paper

You will be given 3 exams. I will circulate at least 6 questions no less than a
week in advance (but closer to two) and you will answer three of your choice.
For one of those tests of your choice, you will answer only a single question
which interests you. This will be a rough draft of your final paper. Here is
my grading rubric.
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Fails Completely Unsatisfactory Needs Improvement Competent Exemplary

Thesis No identifiable thesis.
Difficult to identify
thesis.

Unclear, and poorly
articulated.

Promising, but
may be need clarity

Easily identifiable
clear and
sophisticated.

Structure
and style

No evident structure
or organization with no
major transitions

Unclear, unfocused,
disorganized, lacking in
transitions.

Generally unclear,
unfocused, with few or
weak transitions.

Clear structure
but may sometimes
wander.

Clear structure with
thesis, arguments,
responses, and
transitions.

Use of
sources

No attempt made to
incorporate sources.

Very little well-used
information
from sources.

Some use of sources,
poorly chosen or placed.

Draws upon sources
where needed mostly
and place usually well.
Sources cited correctly.

Uses sources
excellently
in appropriate
places with
correct citations.

Logic and
argumentation

No effort to construct
argument support
premises.

Little or irrelevant
evidence used to
support thesis.
Little consideration
of objections.

Weak arguments and
counter-arguments
mentioned
without rebuttal.

Argument is clear
andplausible. Counter-
arguments addressed
perhaps not fully.

Arguments have
clear conclusions
and premises.
Author responds to
objections well.

Mechanics

Difficult to understand
because of signi cant
problems with sentence
structure, grammar,
punctuation, and spelling.

Several problems with
sentence structure,
grammar, punctuation,
and spelling.

Some problems with
sentence structure,
grammar, punctuation,
and spelling.

Sentence structure,
grammar, punctuation,
and spelling strong
despite occasional
lapses.

Correct sentence structure,
grammar, punctuation, and
spelling.

Grading Rubric

Late work

All assignments are due on the scheduled dates. However, if you come to me
at least one full day in advance you may have one week’s extension, no excuse
required for any exam. If you do not have an extension, for every day your
assignment is not turned in, your assignment is lowered one grade. Be aware
that turning in a paper by extension will delay feedback and that you may not
have the time you need to improve and develop before the next assignment.
Also, this policy does not extend to the final paper – it is due when assigned.

Participation

This class is difficult for some students; however, the biggest difficulties arise
because students get behind in the readings. To prevent this, you should at-
tend class regularly. Thus, I will allow you to miss a maximum of four classes
unpenalized but for each class thereafter you will lose 1% of your final grade.
My rubric for participation is as follows.

Grade Scale

The course grading scale is as follows:

A = 93 – 100, A- = 90 – 92, B+ = 86 – 89, B = 83 – 85, B- = 80 –
82, C+ = 76 – 79, C = 73 – 75, C- = 70 – 72, D+ = 66 – 69, D =
60 – 65, F = 0 – 59
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A B C D F

Actively supports,
engages and listens to
peers (ongoing)

Makes a sincere
effort to interact
with peers
(ongoing)

Limited interaction
with peers

Virtually no
interaction with
peers

No interaction with
peers

Arrives full prepared
at every session

Arrives mostly, if
not fully, prepared
(ongoing)

Preparation, and
therefore level of
participation, are
both inconsistent

Rarely prepared,
rarely participates

Never prepared,
never participates

Plays an active role
in discussions (ongoing)

Participates
constructively in
discussions
(ongoing)

When prepared,
participates
constructively in
discussions and
makes relevant
comments based on
the assigned
material

Comments are
generally vague or
drawn from outside
of the assigned
material

Demonstrates a
noticeable lack of
interest in the
material
(on going)

Comments advance
the level and depth of
the dialogue
(consistently)

Makes relevant
comments based
on the assigned
material (ongoing)

Group dynamic and
level of discussion
are not affected by
the student?s
presence

Demonstrates a
noticeable lack of
interest
(on occasion)

Group dynamic and
level of discussion
are significantly
harmed by the
student?s presence

Group dynamic and
level of discussion are
consistently better
because of the
student?s presence

Group dynamic
and level of
discussion are
occasionally better
(never worse)
because of the
student?s presence

Group dynamic and
level of discussion
are harmed by the
student?s presence

Participation Rubric
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Plagiarism

All students are expected to follow Lewis & Clark College’s Academic In-
tegrity Policy. This is stated in Lewis Clark College’s College Catalog. Gen-
erally, plagiarizers and cheaters will be given an F for the entire course (they
will not be allowed to drop or withdraw from the course). Also, your case
will be given to the Honor Board where in addition to a failing grade you will
receive disciplinary action.

Learning Differences

If you have been diagnosed with a learning difference and are seeking an
accommodation, please provide me, as soon as possible, with a “Notice of
Disability and Statement of Accommodation” from Dale Hollaway, Coordi-
nator of Student Support Services.

Tentative Schedule

Here is our schedule, which is of course revisable.

What Are Emotions?

Week 1 Classic Papers in Psychology and the Emotions I

• James, W. (1884) “What is an Emotion?” Mind 9: 188 - 205.

• Selections from Cannon, W. B. (1916). Bodily changes in pain, hunger,
fear, and rage D. Appleton. Chicago

Week 2 Classic Papers in Psychology and the Emotions II

• Schachter, S. and J. E. Singer (162) “Cognitive, Social and Physiological
Determinants of Emotional State,” Psychological Review 69: 379 - 399.

• Ekman, P. and W. Freisen (1971) “Constants Across Cultures in the
Face and Emotion,” Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 2:
124 - 129.

6



Week 3 Classic Papers in Psychology and the Emotions III

• Selection from Lazarus, R. S., Smith, C. (1993). “Appraisal Compo-
nents, Core Relational Themes, and the Emotions.” In N. Frijda (Ed.),
Appraisal and Beyond (pp. 233-270). Hillsdale, NJ: Erlbaum.

• Ekman, P. (1992). An argument for basic emotions. Cognition emo-
tion, 6(3-4), 169-200. Chicago

Week 4 Prinz and Griffiths on Emotions

• Prinz, Jesse (2004). Emotions embodied. In R. Solomon (ed.), Think-
ing About Feeling: Contemporary Philosophers on Emotions. Oxford
University Press.

• Griffiths, Paul E. (2004). Is emotion a natural kind? In Robert C.
Solomon (ed.), Thinking About Feeling: Contemporary Philosophers
on Emotions. Oxford University Press.

What are Emotions for?

Week 4 Classic Papers in Evolution and the Emotions I

• Darwin, C from The Expression of Emotion in Man and Animals.

• Trivers, R. (1971) “The Evolution of Reciprocal Altruism,” The Quar-
terly Review of Biology 46 (1): 35 - 57.

Week 5 Classic Papers in Evolution and the Emotions II

• Tooby, J., Cosmides, L. (1990). “The past explains the present: Emo-
tional adaptations and the structure of ancestral environments,” Ethol-
ogy and sociobiology, 11(4), 375-424.

• Frank, R. H. (2011). The strategic role of the emotions. Emotion Re-
view, 3(3), 252-254.

First exam

Week 6 Expression

• Green, M. (2016). Expressing, showing, and representing. The expres-
sion of emotion: Philosophical, psychological, and legal perspectives.
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• Bar-On, D. (2015). Acts, Products, and Meaning. Meaning without
representation: Essays on truth, expression, normativity, and natural-
ism.

• Lopes, D. “The ‘Air’ of Pictures”. Sight and Sensibility: Evaluating
Pictures.

What Role Do Emotions Play in Moral Judgment?

Week 7 Moral Sentimentalism I

• Nichols, Shaun (2002). “How Psychopaths Threaten Moral Rational-
ism.” The Monist 85 (2):285-303.

• Nichols, Shaun (2002). “Norms with Feeling: Towards a Psychological
Account of Moral Judgment.” Cognition 84:221?236.

Week 8 Moral Sentimentalism II

• Haidt, Jonathan (2001). The Emotional Dog and Its Rational Tail. Psy-
chological Review 108 (4):814-834.

• Prinz, J. 2006. “The Emotional Basis of Moral Judgments.” Philosoph-
ical Explorations 9 (1):29?43.

Week 9 Empathy

• Gallese, V., Goldman, A. (1998). Mirror neurons and the simulation
theory of mind-reading. Trends in cognitive sciences, 2(12), 493-501.

• Prinz, J. (2011). Is empathy necessary for morality. Empathy: Philo-
sophical and psychological perspectives, 1, 211-229. Chicago

• Marsh, A. A. (2013). Empathy and moral deficits in psychopathy. In
Empathy in morality. Oxford University Press.

Second exam

How Do Artifacts (Artworks) Express Emotion?

Week 10 Landscape Aesthetics

• Orians, G. H. and J. H. Heerwagen (1992). Evolved responses to land-
scapes.
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• Balling, J. D. and J. H. Falk (1982). Development of visual preference
for natural environments. Environment and Behavior 14(1), 5–28.

• Davies, S. (2013) The Artful Species. Oxford University Press. [Ch. 6]

Week 11 Artistic Expression

• Cochrane, T. (2010). A simulation theory of musical expressivity. Aus-
tralasian journal of Philosophy 88(2), 191-207.

• Empathy, Expression and What Artworks Have to Teach (from Art and
Ethical Criticism (Blackwell, 2008): 95-122.

• Davies, S. (2011). Infectious music: Music-listener emotional conta-
gion. Empathy: Philosophical and Psychological Perspectives, 134-48.

Week 12 Yuck!

• Ch. 1 Toward a Functional Theory of Disgust

• Ch. 2 Poisons and Parasites: The Entanglement Thesis and the Evolu-
tion of Disgust

• Ch. 3 Disgust’s Sentimental Signaling System: Expression, Recognition,
and the Transmission of Cultural Information

Week 13 Yuck!

• Ch. 4 Disgust and Moral Psychology: Tribal Instincts and the Co-opt
Thesis 101

• Ch. 5 Disgust and Normative Ethics: The Irrelevance of Repugnance
and Dangers of Moralization

Third exam

Week 14 Open & Wrap-up

Final exam week

Final paper
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